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Connecting the Dots

Do you love working for SSG? 

Thank you to our colleagues who have already submitted stories about their experience at SSG.

We are still looking for several staff  testimonials to be featured on the “Employment” page of the new SSG website!

We hope to provide prospective employees with an opportunity to learn more about all the reasons why YOU love 
working for SSG and why they will too! If interested, please provide thoughtful responses to at least TWO of the 
following prompts:

   1. My favorite part about my job is: 
   2. A fond memory I have from working at SSG is: 
   3. My job at SSG allows me to make an impact because: 
   4. Something I’ve learned about myself and/or others from working here: 

Please also provide your name, division, position, and year you joined SSG. The fi rst 10 employees to submit their 
testimonials will receive a $25.00 Gift Card! Please email your submission to dmalaklopez@ssg.org 

*Please note: If your testimonial is selected, your name and photo will be on the website*

Annual Inspection of SSG Vehicles

All agency vehicles (leased or owned by SSG) must complete an annual inspection as mandated by SSG’s insurance carrier.
Inspections will be conducted at the SSG core oʚ  ce parking lot during JUNE, JULY and AUGUST 2019.  

5-MINUTE INSPECTION Emergency Kits will be checked and replaced as needed
Emergency instructions (glove compartment) will be checked and replenished as needed

Quick interior and exterior visual inspection of vehicle
Make your reservations now! Early Bird Inspections for the fi rst 25 vehicles will receive a 

thank-you gift provided at time of inspection (1 gift per vehicle).
Please email safety@ssg.org to set your appointment. 

Please include your division name, vehicle make/model and plate number.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 

mailto:dmalaklopez@ssg.org
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AP Film Festival: https://vcmedia.org/festival

Identity LA: https://culturela.org/event/identity-la-a-night-celebrating-aapi-women/

Los Angeles Public Library: https://lacountylibrary.org/asian-pacific-american-heritage-month/

https://vcmedia.org/festival
https://culturela.org/event/identity-la-a-night-celebrating-aapi-women/
https://lacountylibrary.org/asian-pacific-american-heritage-month/


WEBER Community Center Inaugural Art Show
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New CLient Housing Project - South Park
SSG Project 180 launched their 2nd residential housing 
program ‘South Park’ in March 2019. This newly renovated 
site has capacity to house up to 20 forensic clients in 
collaboration with DHS-ODR. Similar to Kress House, 
the new housing program provides on-site wrap-around 
services. For more information, please contact Division 
Director Emily Bell at ebell@project180la.com.

API Wellness Summit 2019 - SILVER Presentation

“Sharing Our Stories of Resilience”
On April 11, 2019 SSG SILVER staʙ  members Gennie David 
Samala, MSW, ACSW and Family Advocate Dr. Ok Yoon
presented along with Michinari Ueki, a Family Member from 
Little Tokyo Service Center, on mental health needs for older 
adult API community. Their presentation was titled Addressing 
Mental Health in the Older Adult API Community: Building 
Awareness and Providing Access to Help. Congratulations to 
SILVER staʙ  on an excellent and well received presentation!

mailto:ebell@project180la.com
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The OTTP Art Show is Coming!

OTTP is gearing up for their 8th Annual Client Art Show 
happening on Thursday, May 16th. This festive one night 
only event will showcase the many talents of OTTP clients, 
including but not limited to painting, photography, and 
music! The event will also include fun activity booths and 
delicious food to be enjoyed by client’s and their families, 
OTTP staʙ , and the local community. We hope to see you 
there! For more information, please contact Dana Granado 
at dgranado@ottp.org.

OTTP is Providing Youth Mental Health First Aid!
OTTP was awarded a three-year SAMHSA grant to provide 
Youth Mental Health First Aid in four school districts: 
Lawndale, Long Beach, Lynwood, and Alliance College 
Ready Public Schools. Youth Mental Health First Aid 
teaches individuals how to identify, understand and 
respond to the signs and symptoms of mental illness and 
substance abuse disorders. The training gives adults who 
work with youth the skills they need to reach out and 
provide initial support to adolescents ages 12 - 18 years 
old. The team has successfully completed three trainings 
to the school districts. Congratulations to our Youth 
Mental Health First Aid Team: Beatris Banuelos, Jorge 
Gomez, Melissa St. Amant and Suzanne Afuso-Sugano!

OT Month
April was National Occupational Therapy Month! To 
celebrate, the OTTP OT department oʙ ered a breakfast 
to the staʙ  and discussed how important meaningful, 
purposeful activity is in each person’s life and how 
unique it is to each person. To focus on this concept, 
the department put up photos of themselves engaging in 
one of their favorite activities and asked all staʙ  to add 
index cards stating what they enjoy doing. In addition, 
Stephanie Hoʙ man, OT Manager, Orville Gallego, OT 
student, and Bianca Callier, OT student, represented 
the profession at a career fair at San Pedro High School. 
A common reaction from the high school students was 
that they were surprised to hear about such a fun and 
rewarding career that you can actually get paid to do!

(L to R: Callier, Hoʙ man, Gallego)

(L to R: Long Beach Unifi ed 
School District Training: Suzanne 
Afuso-Sugano, Dr. Erin Simon, 
Beatris Baunuelos, Melissa St. 
Amant and Jorge Gomez.)

(L to R: Lynwood Unifi ed School District 
Training: Suzanne Afuso-Sugano & Dr. 
Maribel Martinez.)

Save the Date
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In Honor of Earth Day

Making Every Day Earth Day: Composting without a Backyard
Adapted from https://www.popsci.com/how-to-compost

Did you know that, on average, composting can save 277 pounds of organic waste per person per year*? 
Multiply that by LA City’s 4 million people, and that equals over 1.1 billion pounds of waste that avoids 
landfi lls. When organic material ends up in landfi lls, it decomposes underground and doesn’t have access 
to oxygen. This causes the release of methane—a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming and 
climate change. Composting curbs these eʙ ects by allowing waste to decompose above ground, where it 
has access to oxygen and avoids generating methane.
As large of an impact composting can have, the process doesn’t require a huge backyard or lots of work. 
Here are some ways you can start composting even in a smaller living space:

Vermicomposting 
     • In a nutshell: get a bin with a lid, fi ll it with soil and red wiggler worms, and dump your organic matter in there. The worms will
             do the work to break down your garbage into something called castings, which are extremely rich in nutrients. Then you can
             transplant your castings into potted plants or a small garden.
      • For more information: https://lancaster.unl.edu/pest/resources/vermicompost107.shtml
Bokashi

      • If worms don’t seem appealing, another popular method is Bokashi, which originated in Japan and uses a starter of specifi c
             microorganisms that break down your organic matter. Like the vermicomposting method, you need to purchase a starter of
             these microorganisms, but after that, it’s easy to maintain. You can even add dairy and meat to the compost, and the smell
             according to Bokashi-ers—is minimal.
      • For more information: https://www.planetnatural.com/composting-101/indoor-composting/bokashi-composting/
Or let someone else do the composting
If you choose this route, collect all your compostable waste (fruit and vegetable scraps, egg shells, used tea leaves, coʙ ee grounds, etc.) 
in a big reusable freezer bag. That will keep it away from everything else in your kitchen and prevent it from attracting bugs and smelling.

      • Check to see if your county or a local business oʙ ers a curbside composting service  
      • If not, community gardens and local organizations like LA Compost have composting hubs where you can drop oʙ  your scraps
      • Many local farms and even Farmer’s Markets can also collect your compost material regularly

*Vázquez, M., & Soto, M. (2017). The eʚ  ciency of home composting programmes and compost quality. Waste Management, 64, 39-50. doi:10.1016/j.wasman.2017.03.022

Here’s to helping the planet and making every day Earth Day! Happy composting!
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Recognition for Years of Service
SSG family, we recently started recognizing 
employees for 15+ years of service with SSG. 
As the organization continues to grow, we will 
instead feature these milestones in special edition                

agency announcements. 

WAY TO GO!
Invited Speaker for Asian Student Conference

Peter Wong, Ph.D. (SSG Core) was asked 
to be one of the speakers at the Tri-
College Asian Student Conference, Tri-
CASC, organized by students from the 
liberal arts colleges that constitute the 
Tri-College Consortium in Pennsylvania. 
The 3-day conference was held at the elite 
Swarthmore College 4/12/19 – 4/14/19. 

Congratulations Peter!

Some Dates to Remember
MAY - June

5/5     Cinco de Mayo

5/6     Ramadan Begins 

5/12    Mot her ’s Day

5/17    National Bike to Work Day

5/18    Armed Forces Day

5/27    Memorial Day (SSG Holiday)

6/4       Ramadan Ends

6/6       D Day, WWII

6/7       National Donut Day

6/14     Flag Day

6/16     Father ’s Day

6/21     Summer Solstice (longest day of  the year)

The Network for Social Work Management’s
30th Annual Management Conference

May 29 - June 1, 2019
Lake Shore Campus, Mundelein Center at Loyola University Chicago

Are YOU Ready for #NSWM30?

Download the Oʚ  cial Conference App!

ɻ   Step 1: Download the CrowdCompass AttendeeHub app
ɻ   Step 2: Open the app and search for “NSWM”
ɻ   Step 3: Get started!

E-Mail info@socialworkmanager.org or call Idalia Gaitan
at extension 1870 for more information.

mailto:info@socialworkmanager.org


SSG Employee Assistance Program (EAP) Oʙ ered 
Through               Life Assistance Program

Benefi ts:
• Face-to-Face Assistance (3 sessions)
• Support & Referral Services
• Discounts on Health & Wellness Services
• Confi dential (information not shared with SSG)

How to Access:
• By Phone: 855.283.1915
• Online: www.mylifevalues.com
• Website user name and password: RESOURCES

Connecting the Dots

SSG Newsletter Scavenger Hunt
Hi SSG family! Here is the 3rd Connecting the Dots - SSG Newsletter Scavenger Hunt. Are you ready to win some prizes?! 
The multiple choice challenge will be hosted on an online game app called Kahoot! The scavenger hunt will begin as 
soon as the SSG newsletter is emailed out - be sure to read this newsletter fi rst. The fi rst 4 SSG employees to answer 
all 3 questions in challenge 1, plus a 4th bonus question in challenge 2 quickly and correctly, will each win a $25 gift 
card! If you’ve won 2 consecutive times you must sit out the next round.

Instructions: Please visit: https://www.kahoot.com on your smart phone, click on “Play!” at the top and enter the 
following game pin# 0555356 to access the challenge. You will need to download the free app. When the game begins 
it will ask you to create a “nickname”. Be sure to use your SSG employee number listed in ADP. The timed challenge 
will begin as soon as you click “Ok, go!”. You’ll need to be fast! Members of the SSG Newsletter Committee are not 
eligible. The quiz will be open until noon May 24th and the winners will be notifi ed by the end of May. 

Happy reading & Good luck!

Your Name or Picture May Appear in 
SSG’s Newsletter and Website

If you participate in an agency event and an article or picture from that event is submitted for publication, your name 
and/or picture may be included. If you do not approve of this, then please refrain from being photographed at 

events and let your supervisor know not to include your name in articles. You may also contact Tonie Diaz 
in the HR Dept. at adiaz@ssg.org or Leah McGowan for newsletter publishing 

inquiries at lmcgowan@ssg.org. 
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